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In	this presentation...
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we argue that Reports are particularly

important in the construction and

transmission of historical knowledge in

History textbooks in Portugal.
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• History textbooks in Portugal use
mainly three families of genres:

o Histories	
o Explanations
o Reports
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The purpose

Histories To stage events in time: stages in history, 
or stages in a life

Explanations To explain historical events, its causes & 
effects 

Reports
To describe and classify historical entities
(e.g. monuments, social classes, historical

periods or contexts)
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THE	GENRES	OF	
HISTORY

(auto)biographical	recount

historical	recount

EXPLANATIONS

historical	account

factorial	explanation

consequential	explanation

REPORTS

descriptive	report

classifying	report

compositional	report
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HISTORIES
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• The relevance of Reports in school
History was identified in the Write It
Right project (Coffin 1996).
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• The relevance of Reports in school
History was identified in the Write It
Right project (Coffin 1996).

• Later studies (Coffin 2006, Rose &
Martin 2012) focus mainly on the
families of recounts, explanations and
arguments.
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• The purpose of Reports in school
History is describing the past.
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• The purpose of Reports in school
History is describing the past.

• For	that,	time	must	be frozen.



14

Premises

The data

Results

Discussion



Grade 5 Grade 6

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9

Source:	10	Upper Basic	School History textbooks

The textbooks



Random selection:	one thematic unit per	textbook

A	sample	of 10	different thematic units

Portugal in the XIIIth and XIVth centuries (pp. 90-123)

Portugal: from the Iberian union until the Independence (pp. 126-135)

The French revolution of 1789 and its impacts in Portugal (pp. 46-66)

Portugal in the second half of the XIXth century (pp. 58-87)

The European context from the XIIth to the XIVth century (pp. 150.197)

The Roman Empire at its height (pp. 78-100)

The European expansionism (pp. 12-47)

Renaissance, Reformation and Counter-reformation (pp. 64-85)

The Imperialism of the XIXth century (pp. 12-33)

Crisis, dictatorship, and democracy in the 30’s (pp. 78-107)
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The family of Reports is predominant:

• 33%	of the texts are	descriptive reports
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Results (1)



The family of Reports is predominant:

• 33%	of the texts are	descriptive reports
• 15%	of the texts are	classifying reports
• 3%	of the texts are	compositional reports

In	total:	51%	of the texts are	Reports
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Results (1)
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Representation of each genre in	the data

Descriptive report is the predominant genre in	
its family and in	the overall data.



Reports	are	overwhelmingly	present	in	four	
thematic	units.
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Results (2)



Reports	are	overwhelmingly	present	in	four	
thematic	units.
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Representation of the family of genres per	thematic unit
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What are	the specific purposes of the Reports
in	the data?



The purposes of the descriptive reports

ü To	describe	the	daily	life	of	a	group	of	people	in	general	terms	in	a	

given	historical	period

ü To	list	a	group	of	policy	measures	taken	within	a	period	of	time	

(without	a	particular	ordering	or	hierarchy)

ü To	describe	how	particular	international	organizations	work

ü To	describe	the	art	and/or	architecture	of	a	certain	period	

ü To	list	the	guiding	principles,	the	important	figures	and	the	geographic	

extension	of	a	particular	religious	doctrine	or	philosophical	thinking	
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ü To present types of artifacts and tools

ü To differentiate communities, social groups, cultures or people

ü To differentiate architectural styles or artistic movements

ü To differentiate routes or types of movements in space

ü To differentiate symbols of political power or political factions

ü To differentiate participants in political movements

ü To oppose attitudes in particular political situations (eg. collaboration

vs. resistence) or political doctrines (eg. Fascism vs. Stalinism) or

governmentmodels

The purposes of the classifying reports



ü To	describe the parts of objects and buildings (the Portuguese	flag,	

monastery)

ü To	describe the geographical constitution of a	territory (the

Portuguese	empire,	feudal	land)

ü To	describe the parts of political government in	a	given historical

period
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The purposes of the compositional reports



To	describe the life
in	a	monastery

(Grade	5)



To	classify policy
measures
(Grade	5)



To	differentiate
peoples and cultures

(Grade	8)



The specificity of the knowledge transmited by
the reports:

• context autonomous generalizations and abstract
conceptualizations
– generalized human participants + non-human

abstract participants

• no timeline
– texts are structured according to field oriented

criteria
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• The teaching of History in	Portugal	seems
to	attach great value to	a	static view of the
past:

How	to	interpret	the	results?	



ü it is centered on the knowledge of things,
structures and classifications, and how
things were.

• The teaching of History in	Portugal	seems
to	attach great value to	a	static view of the
past:

How to	interpret the results?	



• Is there any correlation between these
findings and the different school years?

• If so, is that correlation based on the
students development or on the historical
moments focused?

Further research
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